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				To my perfectly wonderful children, Malachi, Cassidy and Winter,

				thank you for showing me how enchanting and exciting every

				single day can be when you believe in your own

				magic. 
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				This, and everything else I do, is for you. 

				x 
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				"Surprise!" shouted Mum and Dad making Mally and BoomBoom jump.

			

		

		
			
				A big brown box with lots of holes.

			

		

		
			
				A big brown box with lots of holes and an enormous bow on top.

			

		

		
			
				"What is it?" asked Mally. 

			

		

		
			
				"Your very own pet!" Mum answered.

			

		

		
			
				A PET! 

			

		

		
			
				They'd wanted a pet for as long as they could remember,

			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
				Sat in front of them on the floor was a big brown box. 

			

		

		
			
				but what would it be?
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				"I hope it's a GIRAFFE!" said Boom Boom.

			

		

		
			
				"My kite always gets stuck in the trees at the park, but if we

			

		

		
			
				had a pet GIRAFFE, I wouldn't have to worry. Our pet GIRAFFE

			

		

		
			
				could use it's long neck to reach up and up, to get it down."
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				could use it's long neck to reach up and up, to get it down."
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				"Don't be 

			

		

		
			
				said Mally.

			

		

		
			
				SILLY!"
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				"GIRAFFES are toooo tall! If we had a

			

		

		
			
				pet GIRAFFE, it wouldn't fit in the

			

		

		
			
				house and we'd have to take the roof off!
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				That would be a disaster!"
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				"I hope it's a CROCODILE!" Mally said  

			

		

		
			
				"Sometimes bedtime is scary 

			

		

		
			
				because it's so dark, but if we 

			

		

		
			
				had a pet CROCODILE, I wouldn't

			

		

		
			
				have to worry!"
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				"Our pet Crocodile would be

			

		

		
			
				the best guard pet ever!"
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				"Don't be SILLY!" Boom Boom said.
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				"CROCODILES are toooo dangerous! 

			

		

		
			
				If we had a pet CROCODILE, it

			

		

		
			
				wouldn't be the best guard pet

			

		

		
			
				ever, it would probably eat us for dinner!

			

		

		
			
				That would be a disaster!"
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				"I hope it's a SLOTH!" said Boom Boom.

			

		

		
			
				"Dad says we're like a herd of noisy elephants, but 

			

		

		
			
				if we had a pet SLOTH, he wouldn't have to worry! Our pet

			

		

		
			
				SLOTH could teach us how to slow down and be quieter and calmer"
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				SLOTH could teach us how to slow down and be quieter and calmer"

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				"Don't be 

			

		

		
			
				said Mally.
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				SILLY"
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				"SLOTHS are toooo slow! If we had a pet SLOTH

			

		

		
			
				it would be boring being quieter, calmer, 

			

		

		
			
				and slower AND we'd be late for 

			

		

		
			
				absolutely everything! 

			

		

		
			
				THAT WOULD BE A DISASTER!"
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				"I hope it's a BEAR!" Mally said. "All the animals in the woods  

			

		

		
			
				run away when they see us, but if we had a pet BEAR we 

			

		

		
			
				wouldn't have to worry! Our pet BEAR could introduce us

			

		

		
			
				to all of its friends and we could all have picnics together!"

			

		

	
		
			
				"Don't be SILLY!" Boom Boom said.

			

		

		
			
				"BEARS are too greedy! If we had a pet BEAR, it would 

			

		

		
			
				destroy the kitchen looking for all our honey and we'd

			

		

		
			
				have to tidy it up! 

			

		

		
			
				THAT WOULD BE A DISASTER!" 
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				have to tidy it up! 
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				"I hope it's a DOLPHIN!" Said Boom Boom

			

		

		
			
				"I get scared in the water, but if we had

			

		

		
			
				a pet DOLPHIN, I wouldn't have to worry!"
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				"Our pet DOLPHIN could teach

			

		

		
			
				me to swim just like them!"
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				"Don't be SILLY!" said Mally.

			

		

		
			
				"DOLPHINS are too splashy! If we had a pet DOLPHIN

			

		

		
			
				 we would have to turn our house into an aquarium 

			

		

		
			
				and everything would be soaking wet! 

			

		

		
			
				THAT WOULD BE A DISASTER!"

			

		

	
		
			
				"I hope it's a KANGAROO!" Mally said. 

			

		

		
			
				"Running and jumping makes me so tired, but if we 

			

		

		
			
				had a pet KANGAROO, I wouldn't have to worry! Our 

			

		

		
			
				pet KANGAROO could do all the jumping and I wouldn't

			

		

		
			
				be tired at all!"
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				"Don't be SILLY!" 

			

		

		
			
				Boom Boom said.
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				"KANGAROOS are toooo jumpy! If we 

			

		

		
			
				had a pet KANGAROO it would jump

			

		

		
			
				over all the fences and we wouldn't

			

		

		
			
				be able to catch it! 

			

		

		
			
				THAT WOULD BE A DISASTER!"
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				"I hope it's a PENGUIN!" said Boom Boom

			

		

		
			
				"Our ice lollies melt too quickly and the water in the

			

		

		
			
				pool never stays cool, but if we had a pet PENGUIN we 

			

		

		
			
				wouldn't have to worry. We could borrow its tiny little 

			

		

		
			
				igloo to keep the ice lollies frozen and the pool cool"
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				"Don't be SILLY!" said Mally 

			

		

		
			
				"PENGUINS need it toooo cold! If we had a pet PENGUIN, 

			

		

		
			
				we'd have to turn our house into a giant freezer!

			

		

		
			
				That would be a DISASTER!"

			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

	
		
			
				Mally and Boom Boom paused. 

			

		

		
			
				They didn't want to take the roof off their house, or to be eaten for dinner.

			

		

		
			
				They loved everything exactly as it was.

			

		

		
			
				Maybe they didn't want a pet after all. 
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				They didnt want to be late for everything, or have to tidy up a hungry bears 

			

		

		
			
				mess. They didn't want to live in an aquarium, have their pet jump away and they 

			

		

		
			
				didn't want to live in an ice cold igloo.
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				Mally and Boom Boom froze as

			

		

		
			
				Dad reached into the 

			

		

		
			
				big brown box . . .

			

		

		
			
				What would it be?

			

		

		
			
				It was a...
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				A 
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				HAMSTER !
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				A 

			

		

		
			
				HAMSTER !
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				It was perfect!
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				They loved their pet Hamster. 

			

		

		
			
				It wasn't too big, too scary or too slow 

			

		

		
			
				and it wouldn't tear their house apart! 

			

		

		
			
				It was the most perfect pet ever.
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				If you enjoyed The Shape-Shifting Pet, why not check out some of our other titles?
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				"Sloths are tooooo slow! If we had a pet Sloth, it would be boring being quieter, calmer and slower and we'd be late for everything! 

				That would be a disaster!"

			

		

		
			
				Mally & Boom Boom finally get a pet! But what will it be? Will it be an insatiably hungry croc?Or a curiously wandering Kangaroo?Will it be tall?Or so very small? Journey with them through an array of different potential pets with sometimes hilariously funny and sometimes shocking outcomes! Will they get the perfect pet?
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				www.MallidyPublishing.com
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				MALLIDY PUBLISHING

			

		

		
			
				MALLY & BOOMBOOM AND THE SHAPE-SHIFTING PET
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